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PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS
Food justice, community food systems, environmental sociology, higher education, sociology of health

MANUSCRIPTS
Obermaier, Amber. Laney Van, Ana Altares, James Larson. (2026). “Planting Seeds, Meeting Needs: Examining the Perceptions of Growing Food Security Volunteers.” Journal of Hunger and Environmental Nutrition. 

Obermaier, Amber, Pat Hastings. (2025). “Growing Up Different(ly than Last Time You Asked): How Changed in Objective and Subjective Social Status can (Re)Shape Childhood Class Background.”  Social Indicators. 

Fitzpatrick, Kevin M., Don Willis, Amber Obermaier, Anna Wahls. (2024). “Feeling Good or Doing Good: Grassroots Effort to Stem the Food Insecurity Tide.” Journal of Hunger and Environmental Nutrition. 

Fitzpatrick, Kevin M., Casey Harris, Don Willis, Grant Drawve, and Amber Obermaier. (2023). “Place Still Matters: Individual Level Social Vulnerabilities, Place-Level Structural Disadvantage and Food Insecurity During COVID-19.” Frontiers in Nutrition.


MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW
Watkins, Bryn, Amber Obermaier, Stacia Ryder, and Sarah Klain.  The Role of Senses of Place in Farmers’ Identity-Economic Evaluations of Solar Land Use Transitions in Utah’s Great Salt Lake Basin. (Under Review in Rural Sociology)
Obermaier, Amber & Josh Sbicca. “Food is a Big Deal: How University Administrators Characterize Student Food Insecurity.” (Under Review)
Brothers, Allyson. India Luxton, Amber Obermaier, Maggie Switzer, and Allison O’Connor. “Leveraging Farmers’ Markets and Community Collaborations to Promote Local Food Access for Older Adults.” (In Preparation). 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS
Amber Obermaier and Whyte, Jorja. 2025. Better Together: Organizing the First Ever Colorado Higher Education Basic Needs Summit. Swipe Out Hunger Blog.

Fitzpatrick, Kevin M., Casey Harris, Amber Obermaier, and Anna Wahls. 2022. Serving the Underserved: Exploring Communities and Strategies (Boys and Girls Club of Benton County). Community and Family Institute, Department of Sociology, University of Arkansas.

Fitzpatrick, Kevin, Amber Obermaier, and Anna Wahls. 2022. New Beginnings Community Impact. Community and Family Institute, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
Amber Obermaier. “Food is a Big Deal: How University Administrators Characterize Student Food Insecurity.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, August 2026. New York City, NY.

Luxton, India, Amber Obermaier, Allyson Brothers, Maggie Switzer, and Allison O’Connor. “Leveraging Farmers’ Markets and Community Collaborations to Promote Local Food Access for Older Adults.” The Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society, June 2026. Burlington, VT. 

Amber Obermaier, Laney Van, Ana Altares, James Larson. “Sowing Seeds, Feeding Needs: Examining the Perceptions of Growing Food Security Volunteers.” Eastern Sociological Society, March 2025. Boston, MA.

Amber Obermaier, Fitzpatrick, Kevin, Don Willis, Anna Wahls. “Feeling Good or Doing Good: Grassroots Efforts to Stem the Food Insecurity Tide.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, August 2024. Montreal. 

Amber Obermaier, Pat Hastings. Growing up Different(ly than Last Time You Asked): How Changes in Objective and Subjective Social Status can (Re)Shape Childhood Class Background.” Eastern Sociological Meetings, February 2024. Washington, D.C.

Fitzpatrick, Kevin, Don Willis, Amber Obermaier, Anna Wahls. “Feeling Good or Doing Good: Grassroots Efforts to Stem the Food Insecurity Tide.” Southern Sociological Meetings, March 2023. Myrtle Beach. 

Obermaier, Amber. “Neoliberal Characteristics of Farm to School: The Call for a Critical Approach.” Midwest Sociological Meetings. March 2023. Minneapolis.

Obermaier, Amber, “Present Limitations and Future Projections: Food Insecurity, Housing Insecurity and Optimism Among College Students.” Southern Sociological Meetings, April 2022 (Birmingham). 

Obermaier, Amber, Ben Walworth, Briana Roden, “Client Choice at the Full Circle Food Pantry.” Universities Fighting World Hunger, March 2022 (Online).

CAMPUS PRESENTATIONS
Fitzpatrick, Kevin, Don Willis, Amber Obermaier, Anna Wahls. “Feeling Good or Doing Good: Grassroots Efforts to Stem the Food Insecurity Tide.” Department of Sociology Graduate Student Symposium. April 2024. 

Obermaier, Amber, “Promoting Consumer Habits that Reduce Food and Water Waste in Colorado,” CSU Extension Intern Symposium. September 2023.

Obermaier, Amber, “She is Strong but She is the Weakest: An Analysis of Gender in Survivor.” Sociology Capstone Seminar. August 2023

Obermaier, Amber, “Present Limitations and Future Projections: Food Insecurity, Housing Insecurity and Optimism Among College Students.” Food Systems Institute Research Symposium. April 2023.

Obermaier, Amber, “Social Determinants of Health and College Food Insecurity.” Social Problems Course. November 2022. 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING
Research Assistant
CSU Extension, Qualitative Analysis (Supervisor: James Hale)
	Seed Food Insecurity Pilot, Spring 2026-Present
Larimer County Extension and Market Days for Older Adults (Supervisor: Allison Brothers)
	Market Days for Older Adults Evaluation, Summer 2025-Present
Colorado State University Center for Environmental Justice (Supervisor: Stephanie Malin)
Water Ready in Northern Colorado Mobile Home Communities, Spring 2024-Fall 2025
Unnatural Oil and Natural Gas and Adverse Health Effects, Fall 2024- Present
Food Systems Institute, Colorado State University (Supervisor: James Hale)
Hand and Foot Disease Preparedness in Colorado, Spring 2023
Community and Family Institute, University of Arkansas (Supervisor: Kevin Fitzpatrick)
	Benton County Boys and Girls Club Evaluation, Spring 2022-Fall 2023
	Razorback Greenway Trail Evaluation, Summer 2023
COVID Vaccine Hesitancy in partnership with the University of Arkansas Honors College, Spring 2021
Hunger Free Oklahoma Contract Research Assistant
USDA Farmer Market Double Up Food Bucks Survey, Summer 2021
Research Intern
Colorado State University Extension (Supervisors Kim Cox-York and Alison O’Connor)
Promoting Consumer Habits that Reduce Food and Water Waste in Colorado, Summer Internship 2023
Promoting Diversity at the Larimer County Farmer’s Market, Summer Internship 2025

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Instructor, Sociological Research Methods, Fall 2025, Spring 2026, Fall 2026
Instructor, Classical Sociological Theory, Fall 2025, Spring 2026, Fall 2026
Instructor, Applied Data Analysis Graduate Lab, Spring 2022
Teaching Assistant, Application of Data Analysis, Spring 2025
Teaching Assistant, Punishment and Society, Fall 2024
Teaching Assistant, Food Justice, Spring 2024, Spring 2025
Teaching Assistant, Environment, Food, & Social Justice, Spring 2024
Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Sociology, Spring 2023
Teaching Assistant, Race and Racism, Spring 2023, Fall 2023
Teaching Assistant, Sociology Capstone Seminar, Fall 2023, Fall 2024
Teaching Assistant, Social Problems, Fall 2022
Teaching Assistant, Sociological Research Methods, Fall 2022

GRANTS
Field-Campus Seed Initiative Program, Co-Creating Knowledge: A Community-Engaged Approach to Food Insecurity and Resilience, PI: Libby Christensen. Key Personnel: James Hale, Nicole Didero, Amber Obermaier, Amanda McQuade, Fall 2025, Spring 2026 ($9,000)
OURA’s Mentored and Matched Scholars Program, Spring 2026 ($2,500)
Colorado State University Department of Sociology Research Grant, Fall 2025 ($900)
Colorado State University Department of Sociology Travel Grant, Spring 2023, Spring 2024, Spring 2025 ($300)
University of Arkansas Department of Sociology Travel Grant, Spring 2022 ($350)
University of Arkansas Graduate School Travel Grant, Spring 2022 ($400)

HONORS
CSU Department of Sociology, Graduate Teaching Instructor of the Year, Spring 2026
Gen Z Food and Hunger Summit Ambassador, Congressional Hunger Center, Summer 2026
OURA’s Mentored and Matched Scholars Program, Graduate Student Mentor, Spring 2026
Swipe Out Hunger, Student Leadership and Advisory Council, Fall 2024-Fall 2025
Colorado Water Center, Water Fellow, Fall 2024-Spring 2025

SERVICE
Discipline
Organizing Committee, Where Do We Grow from Here? Environmental Justice and the Politics of Hope in the Planetary Age Conference, Center for Environmental Justice CSU, Fall 2025- Spring 2026
Journal Reviewer, Journal of Graduate Food Studies, Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health, Humanities and Social Sciences Communication, Fall 2024- Present
Student Review Board, Journal of Student Affairs, Fall 2023-Spring 2024

University
Department of Sociology Graduate Student President, Colorado State University, Fall 2024-Spring 2026
College of Liberal Arts Graduate Student Council, Colorado State University, Fall 2024-Spring 2026
Department of Sociology Ph.D. Student Representative, Colorado State University, Fall 2023-Spring 2024
Rams Against Hunger Food Insecurity Advisory Council Facilitator, Colorado State University, Spring 2022-Spring 2025
Food Insecurity Working Group Member, Colorado State University, Fall 2024-Present
Full Circle Food Pantry Alternative Assistance Coordinator, University of Arkansas, Spring 2021-Spring 2022
Volunteer Action Center Board Member, University of Arkansas, Spring 2021-Spring 2022

Community
Co-Planner, Colorado Higher Education Basic Needs Summit, Spring 2025
EPA Environmental Justice Community Change Program Grant Reviewer, Fall 2024
USDA Farmers Market Promotion Program Grant Reviewer, Summer 2024, Summer 2025
Poudre Food Partnership Public Policy and Outreach Working Group Member, Fall 2022-Fall 2023
Northwest Arkansas Food Insecurity Community of Practice Member, Fall 2021-Summer 2022
Arkansas Department of Agriculture Specialty Crop Grant Reviewer, Spring 2020

RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE
Cobblestone Farms Program Assistant, Fayetteville, Arkansas, Summer 2022
FoodCorps Service Member, Springdale, Arkansas, Summer 2019-Summer 2020
Fayetteville Farmer’s Market Assistant, Fayetteville, Arkansas, Summer 2020-Spring 2021
I Pour Life Research Assistant, Springfield, Missouri, Spring 2019-Summer 2020

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
American Sociological Association (Environment Section, Sociology of Education Section)
Midwest Sociological Society
Southern Sociological Society

SOFTWARE
R, SPSS, Nvivo
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