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MU150 Test Out Materials: Fall 2025 Semester (Musical Theatre 
Only) 
 

Directions 
 
For musical theatre majors wishing to test-out of MU150 Piano Class 1 - prepare the requested exam materials 
to the best of your ability.  These materials represent many of the topics that will be covered in MU150.  Strong 
mastery of these skills must be demonstrated to pass the exam.  Please feel free to contact the test 
administrator, Dr. Timothy Burns, if you have any questions as you prepare these materials. 
 

Passing the Exam 
 
You must score a 70% on each section of the exam to pass the test-out completely.  Please note - for students 
taking this exam at the beginning of the Fall semester, it is strongly recommended that you enroll in MU150 to 
reserve a seat in class.  
 
In addition, it is possible to provisionally pass this exam by scoring 70% or higher on two out of three sections.  
You would then need to complete the remaining part of the exam by the last day of classes in the Fall 
semester.  Those not completing the remaining part of the exam will not pass MU150, and they may delay 
completion of their keyboard skills degree requirement. 
 

Contact 
 
If you have any questions about this exam, please reach out to Dr. Timothy Burns, the MU150 test 
administrator, by email at tim.burns@colostate.edu. 
 
 
  

mailto:tim.burns@colostate.edu
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Exam Requirements 
 

Part 1 – Skills 

 
1. Single octave major and minor scales (natural, harmonic, and melodic forms) – All scales performed in 

eighth note patterns, hands together, with proper finger patterns, at quarter equals 66 BPM.  Prepare 
the following keys – F, C, G, D, A, E, B. 
 

2. Single octave major and minor octave arpeggios – All arpeggios performed in triplet patterns, hands 
together, with proper finger patterns, at quarter equals 50 BPM.  Prepare the following keys – F, C, G, D, 
A, E, B. 
 

Part 2 – Repertoire 

 
1. Perform Since You’ve Asked as a sing-and-play performance.  Your right hand should double the melody, 

and your left hand should play appropriately voiced basic triads. The score is provided starting on Page 
3. 

 
2. Sight-read a single line in treble or bass clef – practice exercises are provided starting on Page 6. 

 

Part 3 – Music Theory 

 
1. Perform chord inversion exercises (root, first inversion, and second inversion), hands separately, at two 

clicks per chord at 40 BPM.  The chord inversion exercise is presented in C Major on Page 8 with the 
correct finger patterns for each hand.  Transpose this exercise and be prepared to perform them in the 
following major and minor keys: F, C, G, D, A, E, and B.  You will perform at least 3 exercises in the left 
and right hands. 

 
2. Prepare the chord progressions found on Page 9, and transpose them into the following major and 

minor keys: F, C, G, D, A, E, and B.  Tempo should be fair and reasonable, performed smoothly without 
hesitations. 
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Exam Practice Materials 

Part 2, Item 1: Since You’ve Asked Lead Sheet 

Note: Simplify all chords to basic triads – Em9 should be E minor, for example.  Do not attempt to play seventh, 
ninth, suspended, or added tone chords. 
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MU150 FA25 Test Out Exam (Musical Theatre)  Page 5 
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Part 2, Item 2 – Sight-reading Examples 

• Exercise 126 

 
• Exercise 127 

 
• Exercise 128 

 
• Exercise 129 

 
• Exercise 130 

 
• Exercise 131 

 
• Exercise 133 

 
• Exercise 134 

 
• Exercise 137 

 
• Exercise 138 

 
• Exercise 139 
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• Exercise 140 

 
• Exercise 141 

 
• Exercise 143 

 
• Exercise 144 

 
• Exercise 145 

 
• Exercise 146 

 
• Exercise 148 

 
• Exercise 149 

 
• Exercise 150 

 
• Exercise 151 

 
• Exercise 152 
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• Exercise 154 

 
• Exercise 155 

 
• Exercise 157 

 
• Exercise 158 

 
• Exercise 159 

 
 

Part 3, Item 1 – Chord Inversion Exercise 

1. Right Hand 
 

 
 

2. Left Hand 
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Part 3, Item 2 – Chord Progressions 

1. Progression 1 (Major only) 

 
 

2. Progression 2 (Minor only) 
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