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What this is about? 

The state of Colorado, in coordination with writing programs 
across the state, settled on  
 
 a revised set of content criteria for each level of 

Composition—CO1 (CO130), CO2 (CO150) and CO3 
(CO300, 301a,b, c, and d, and CO302) 

 a single competency, Written Competency, which is 
connected to student learning outcomes, and on which 
writing in all Composition programs will be assessed 

 a CDHE approved statement (that cannot be changed or 
customized) attesting that the course is a gtPathways 
course and transfers from one Colorado institution to 
another 
 
The objective is to unify courses across the state so that 

when a student transfers, he or she, as well as the receiving 
institution, can have confidence in the transfer course’s 

similarity to courses offered locally. 
 



Practicalities 

All three of these documents must be integrated into every 
Composition syllabus, beginning in the Fall of 2017, and must be 
provided at the beginning of the syllabus/policy statement, not 
elsewhere in the document. 
 
To assist with this effort, the CDHE’s pdfs have been made into 
Word documents that can be easily copied and pasted into syllabi.  
 
You need only include the content criteria that is appropriate for 
your course and the short CDHE statement that has been 
customized for each course. The Written Communication 
Competency is the same document for all courses and levels of 
Composition but has been put into a Word document in profile 
format for easy import.  
 
Sample syllabi for each course have also been created to use as 
models, since some faculty have used the new CDHE approved 
information in the Spring of 2017 as a pilot effort.  

 
 



What about student audiences? 

 If you are bothered by the lack of 
audience awareness in these documents, 
you are not alone. They are not 
particularly well suited for student 
audiences. 

 However, in the interest of consistency, 
the CDHE adopted the language that you 
see in these documents and they require 
us to use the language as it appears.  



How much of a change is this?  

 The new content criteria are fundamentally the same 
as the criteria we have been using for Composition 
courses for at least the last decade. The language 
and sequence of criteria has simply been refined. 

 
 The Written Competency that Composition courses 

across the state will be assessed on reflect student 
learning outcomes that are now required by the state. 
Previously, Composition courses took on three 
competencies—reading, writing, and critical 
thinking—and we still address all three important 
capacities in our courses. However, if we had adopted 
all three with the state as student learning outcomes, 
we would need to assess all three and that would put 
additional burden on everyone. The CDHE encouraged 
us to name just one competency. 



The sequence and substance of 
Composition courses 

 You will note that the sequence of 
Composition courses and their increasing 
complexity is denoted through the verbs 
“Develop,” “Deepen,” and “Extend.”  

 
 Disciplinary and programmatic priorities are 

indicated through the content criteria’s 
emphasis on rhetorical approaches, writing 
processes (including peer review and 
revision), research-source use-citation 
practices, and the use of appropriate 
conventions for varying writing contexts. 
 



Content Criteria for CO 1, 2, & 3 
Courses 



Continued Content Criteria 



Continued content criteria 



Written Competency 



Written Competency Continued 



Written Competency Rubric 



Rubric ...Continued 



CDHE Statement 

The Colorado Commission on Higher Education 
has approved Co130/150/300/301A,B,C, 
D/302 for inclusion in the Guaranteed 
Transfer (GT) Pathways program in the [GT-1] 
category. For transferring students, successful 
completion with a minimum C‒ grade 
guarantees transfer and application of credit in 
this GT Pathways category. For more 
information on the GT Pathways program, go 
to 
http://highered.colorado.gov/academics/transf
ers/gtpathways/curriculum.html    

 

http://highered.colorado.gov/academics/transfers/gtpathways/curriculum.html
http://highered.colorado.gov/academics/transfers/gtpathways/curriculum.html


Written Competency—in Word Format  

WRITTEN COMMUNICATION COMPETENCY--Criteria for Written Communication 

 

Competency in written communication is a student’s ability to write and express ideas across a variety of 
genres and styles.  Written communication abilities develop over time through layered, interactive, and 
continual processes and experiences across the curriculum. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 

Students should be able to: 

 

Employ Rhetorical Knowledge  
◦ Exhibit a thorough understanding of audience, purpose, genre, and context that is responsive to the situation. 

Develop Content  
◦ Create and develop ideas within the context of the situation and the assigned task(s). 

  

Apply Genre and Disciplinary Conventions  
◦ Apply formal and informal conventions of writing, including organization, content, presentation, formatting, and 

stylistic choices, in particular forms and/or fields. 

  

Use Sources and Evidence  
◦ Critically read, evaluate, apply, and synthesize evidence and/or sources in support of a claim. 

◦ Follow an appropriate documentation system. 

 

Control Syntax and Mechanics  
◦ Demonstrate proficiency with conventions, including spellings, grammar, mechanics, and word choice appropriate 

to the writing task. 

 

Please use this competency in this form for all Composition courses, regardless of level.  



Content Criteria for CO1--Word format 

CO1 Content Criteria 

 

Develop Rhetorical Knowledge 

  

Focus on rhetorical situation, audience, and purpose. 

Read, annotate, and analyze texts in at least one genre of academic discourse. 

Use voice, tone, format, and structure appropriately. 

Write and read texts written in at least one genre for an academic discourse community. 

Learn reflective strategies. 

 

Develop Experience in Writing 

  

Learn recursive strategies for generating ideas, revising, editing, and proofreading. 

Learn to critique one’s own work and the work of others. 

  

Develop Critical and Creative Thinking 

  

Identify context. 

Present a position. 

         Establish a conclusion indicated by the context that expresses a personal interpretation. 

 

Use Sources and Evidence 

  

Select appropriate evidence. 

Consider the relevance of evidence. 

 

Develop Application of Composing Conventions 

  

Apply genre conventions, including structure, paragraphing, tone, mechanics, syntax, and style. 

  Use appropriate vocabulary, format, and documentation. 
 



Content Criteria for CO2--Word format 

CO2 Content Criteria 

  

Deepen Rhetorical Knowledge 

  

Focus on rhetorical situation, audience, and purpose. 

Use voice, tone, format, and structure appropriately, deepening understanding of relationships between form and content in 
writing. 

Write and read texts written in several genres, for specified discourse communities. These communities may include professional 
or disciplinary discourse communities. 

  

Deepen Experience in Writing 

  

Develop recursive strategies for generating ideas, revising, editing, and proofreading for extensive, in-depth, and/or collaborative 
projects. 

Critique one’s own and other’s work. 

Practice reflective strategies 

  

Deepen Critical and Creative Thinking 

  

Evaluate the relevance of context. 

Synthesize other points of view within one’s own position. 

Reflect on the implications and consequences of the stated conclusion 

 

Use Sources and Evidence 

  

Select and evaluate appropriate sources and evidence. 

Evaluate the relevance of sources to the research question. 

 

Deepen Application of Composing Conventions 

  

Apply genre conventions including structure, paragraphing, tone, mechanics, syntax, and style to more extensive or in-depth 
writing projects. 

Use specialized vocabulary, format, and documentation appropriately. 
 



Content Criteria for CO3--Word format 

CO3 Content Criteria 

  

Extend Rhetorical Knowledge 

  
Use texts from rhetoric, discourse studies, communication, or related disciplines to extend understanding of 
rhetorical concepts to the discipline that is the focus of the course. 

Develop sophisticated strategies for critical analysis of disciplinary or specialized discourse. 

Learn more sophisticated ways to communicate knowledge to appropriate audiences. 

Apply reflective strategies to the synthesis, communication, and creation of knowledge. 

Extend Experience in Writing 

  
Hone recursive strategies for generating ideas, revising, editing, and proofreading for disciplinary or specialized 
discourse. 

Critique one’s own and other’s work, including the work of professional writers and/or scholars. 

  

Extend Critical and Creative Thinking 

  
Reflect on the implications and consequences of context. 

Incorporate alternate, divergent or contradictory perspectives or ideas within one’s own position.   

Extend and complicate the consequences of the stated conclusion.   

 

Use Sources and Evidence 
Select, evaluate, and synthesize appropriate sources and evidence. 

Use discipline-appropriate criteria to evaluate sources and evidence. 

  

Extend Application of Composing Conventions 

  
Select and adapt genre conventions including structure, paragraphing, tone, mechanics, syntax, and style for 
disciplinary or specialized discourse. 

Use specialized vocabulary, format, and documentation appropriately in more extensive or in-depth writing objects. 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you!  

Contact Sue Doe if you have questions 
about the expectations or these materials. 

 

sue.doe@colostate.edu 


