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CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN BIOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY 
Spring 2020   ANTH 570-001 (3 credits) 

MEETING TIME AND PLACE:  THURSDAY, 3:00-5:50PM   EDDY 104 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

Instructor: Andrew Du, Ph.D.  
Email: Andrew.Du2@colostate.edu  
Pronouns: he, him, his 

Office Location: Clark B-225 
Office Hours: Tuesday 2:00-5:00 pm 

COURSE GOALS AND CONTENT   
The purpose of this survey course is to introduce you to the principles, methods, and theory of contemporary 
Biological Anthropology, and to examine and understand the way(s) in which biological anthropologists use these 
methods and theories to understand the evolution of (primarily) human populations. The course begins with 
defining what biological anthropology is and why it is organized and practiced the way it is today. Because 
evolutionary theory is the primary theory which unifies the discipline, we next focus on the principles of evolution, 
natural selection, and adaptation, examining closely how these are used in anthropology. We then examine 
microevolution, variation, and adaptation in contemporary and recent human populations. We finally finish with 
discussions about non-human primates and hominin evolution. For each topic area, we will examine in greater 
depth the theory, some of the questions that are asked, and some of the methods that are used to address those 
questions. 

READINGS 
There is no required book for this course. Three to four weekly readings will be assigned the week before class (e.g., 
readings for Week 4 will be given out in Week 3’s class) and will be posted on Canvas. I would also recommend that 
you borrow or purchase an introductory Biological Anthropology textbook, especially if you are not familiar with 
the depth and breadth of this field.  

COURSE FORMAT  
This class will be conducted in a seminar format. That means everyone’s attendance and participation is required. 
That participation is dependent, in part, on completing all of the readings for each week and being prepared to 
discuss them in class. “Doing the readings” means that you acquire a deep understanding of the concepts and 
arguments, requiring more than just skimming. You are expected to be prepared to discuss in detail the readings 
each week.  
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WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS 
Each student will be required to lead discussion for a week of their choosing. In addition to keeping discussion going, 
this involves: 

1. Picking one additional paper related to that week’s topic. This will give you experience with combing 
through the literature, in addition to providing you with the opportunity to pick a paper more aligned with 
your research interests. 

2. Writing a blog entry (750-1,000 words) about that week’s topic aimed at a general audience. The blog 
entry will have a headline, and the body will be a combination of summary, questions that came up as you 
read the papers, and general thoughts. Don’t forget to properly cite the articles (in APA format). This 
exercise will give you experience with communicating science to the public (e.g., Define terms! Avoid 
jargon!), as well as forcing you to really digest the concepts in your readings, as opposed to simple 
regurgitation. As they always say, you do not really know your research project unless you can explain it to 
a grandparent. Here are some useful links: 

a. How to write a science blog: 
i. https://medium.com/@snowhydro/science-blogging-101-c4f232f6f99a (and links therein) 

ii. https://www.slideshare.net/Future-Earth/how-to-write-a-science-blogpost-people-want-
to-read  

iii. https://carlzimmer.com/science-writing-guidelines-and-guidance/ 
iv. https://blog.nationalgeographic.org/2013/10/11/5-simple-tips-for-communicating-

science/   
b. Examples of biological anthropology blogs: 

i. The Mermaid’s Tale (https://ecodevoevo.blogspot.com) 
ii. Nature Education’s Biological Anthropology Blogs 

(https://www.nature.com/scitable/knowledge/biological-anthropology-98009799/)  
iii. John Hawks weblog (http://johnhawks.net)  

The blog entry will be posted on the Canvas discussion board, where each student is expected to respond with: 

1. One comment. This can be a thought that came up as you read the blog or papers. This can also be an 
answer to a question raised in the blog. 

2. One question. This is a question that came up as you read the blog or papers. These questions can then 
serve as fodder for that week’s discussion. 

A given week’s general workflow will look like this: 

1. Thursday: Class. 
2. Friday (5pm): Additional paper choice is due. 
3. Tuesday (12pm): Blog entry is due. Student will post blog to Canvas discussion board. 
4. Wednesday (5pm): Comments and questions from other students due. 
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GRADING 

ASSIGNMENT GRADE PERCENTAGE 
In-class participation  20% 
Blog entry  10% 
Comments & questions on blog 20% 
Term paper 30% 
Term paper presentation 20% 

TERM PAPER AND PRESENTATION 
You will need to write an original research paper on a topic of your choice (can be related to your own research), as 
long as it is related to biological anthropology. The paper will be completed in five stages: 

1. Topic description (5pts; due 3/5). Describe your proposed paper topic in about five sentences and provide 
at least five references in APA format.  
 

2. Thesis statement or research question, abstract, and annotated bibliography with at least 10 references 
in APA format (10 pts; due 4/2). 
 

3. Rough draft (20 pts; due 4/30). If you are happy with the grade you receive for this, you do not need to do 
the final draft. Paper requirements are as follows: 

a. 12-15 pages. This does not include the abstract, images that you choose to use, or the bibliography. 
b. Minimum of 20 peer-reviewed references. You can use more if necessary. Peer-reviewed 

references include journal articles or chapters from edited volumes.  
c. Citations and bibliography should follow APA format. 
d. Double-spaced, 12-point, Times New Roman font with 1-inch margins and page numbers. 
e. For the abstract and bibliography, use single-spaced sentences. 

 
4. 12-15 minute presentation of your term paper (4/30 & 5/7). This includes: 

a. The purpose/significance of your paper 
b. Background and/or controversy if there is one 
c. Your findings 
d. Conclusions and directions for future research 

 
5. Final draft (20 pts; due 5/12). 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY 
This course adheres to the Academic Integrity Policy of the Colorado State University General Catalog and the 
Student Conduct Code. Any breach of these policies and codes will be taken very seriously. For more details visit 
http://tilt.colostate.edu/integrity/honorpledge/  

UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING 
I am committed to the principle of universal learning. This means that our classroom, our virtual spaces, our 
practices, and our interactions be as inclusive as possible. Mutual respect, civility, and the ability to listen and 
observe others carefully are crucial to universal learning. 



ANTH 570: Contemporary Issues in Biological Anthropology 

 
 

4 

If you need accommodations in this class, please contact me to discuss your individual needs. Any accommodation 
must be discussed in a timely manner prior to implementation. A verifying memo from Resources for Disabled 
Students (http://rds.colostate.edu/) may be required before any accommodation is provided. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
Changes may be made to this schedule as necessary and will be announced in class or through email. 

Week Topic 
Assignments 
(due 10 pm) 

Week 1:   
1/23 

Course introduction: what is biological 
anthropology? 

 

Week 2:   
1/30 The history of biological anthropology  

Week 3: 
2/6 

Philosophy of science: how do we make 
inferences in biological anthropology?  

 

Week 4: 
2/13 

Microevolution, macroevolution, and the origin of 
species 

 

Week 5: 
2/20 

Evolution and natural selection in human 
populations: abnormal hemoglobins* 

 

Week 6: 
2/27 

Human reproductive ecology  

Week 7: 
3/5 Race and human variation 

Topic 
description 

Week 8: 
3/12 

Bioarchaeology and human adaptation in past 
populations 

 

Week 9: 
3/19 

No class (Spring Break)  

Week 10: 
3/26 

Living primates: behavior and ecology  

Week 11: 
4/2 

The evolution of bipedalism Bibliography 

Week 12: 
4/9 Evolutionary trends in hominin brain size  

Week 13: 
4/16 No class (Paleoanthropology meetings and AAPA)  

Week 14: 
4/23 

Evolution of the genus Homo  

Week 15: 
4/30 Student presentations Rough draft 

Week 16: 
5/7 

Student presentations  

Final paper draft due May 12th at 10 pm. 

*Guest lecture by Mica Glantz 


