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OBJETIVOS PARA EL SEMESTRE

Listening: Spanish is the language of instruction in this course. The level of Spanish you hear during class time may be adjusted somewhat in pace and vocabulary at first, but through class interaction and the video and audio system, you will begin to understand more native-like Spanish, and you will develop “coping strategies” when your comprehension is incomplete.

Speaking: As the course progresses, you will be able to interact with Spanish speakers, asking and answering questions about a variety of everyday topics. The class will provide one of your best opportunities to practice, so you should plan to participate fully and learn quickly to request assistance when necessary. You should always try to speak Spanish during class time.
Reading: You will learn to read materials written for you as a second language learner, such as cultural information, and you will gain some experience reading materials written for native speakers of Spanish, such as the news, advertisements, stories, poems, etc.

Writing: You will practice writing skills ranging from taking notes, writing simple descriptions and short paragraphs, making lists, recording your reactions to different subjects to writing a short composition. The communication of your ideas is the primary goal. Grammatical accuracy will be expected only for those concepts addressed in the course.

Culture: Learning a foreign language without learning about the culture(s) it represents can be tedious. It can also lead to serious misunderstandings. This semester you will see and hear about the cultures and history of several places in the world where Spanish is spoken. 

Contact Hours: This is a five credit hour course which will provide you with 4,000 minutes of contact with Spanish throughout the semester. Students should expect that each credit hour will require approximately two to three hours of effort per week to attend classes and to accomplish readings and out-of-class assignments in preparation for successful completion of the course requirements.
MATERIAL ESENCIAL

Expierence Spanish: un mundo sin limites (Textbook and Connect Plus electronic code) Amores/Suárez-García. McGraw-Hill, First Edition (9781259134821).  This is a customized text specifically for this course & can only be purchased at the Colorado State University Bookstore.
1 Small blue exam booklet

A Spanish/English dictionary is recommended. (Laurousse, Harper-Collins, etc)

( The electronic code is non-returnable. Don’t open the package until you are sure you are taking this class.

HORARIO DE LOS CAPÍTULOS Y DE LOS EXÁMENES
In the event that we need to make changes or adjustments to this schedule, advance notice will be given.

26-28 de agosto


Introducción y Capítulo Preliminar

29 de agosto- 9 de septiembre 
Capítulo 1

10 de septiembre


Examen 1: Capítulo Preliminar y Capítulo 1
11-20 de septiembre


Capítulo 2 Prueba #1 el 20 de septiembre
23 de septiembre- 3 de octubre
Capítulo 3

4 de octubre



Examen 2: Capítulos 2 y 3     

7-17 de octubre
            
Capítulo 4 Prueba #2 el 17 de octubre
18-29 de octubre


Capítulo 5

    

30 de octubre



Examen 3: Capítulos 4 y 5

31 de octubre
y 1 de noviembre
Taller de composición

4-14 de noviembre                              Capítulo 6 Prueba #3 el 14 de noviembre



15-22 de noviembre


Capítulo 7

23 de noviembre –1 de diciembre
Vacaciones de Otoño                        
2-5 de diciembre 


Capítulo 7 y repaso para el examen # 4
6 de diciembre


Examen 4: Capítulos 6 y 7
9 y 10 de diciembre
           

Entrevistas en parejas

11 y 12 de diciembre


Repaso

13 de diciembre


Examen final auditivo en clase

19 de diciembre


EXAMEN FINAL: 9:40-11:40 AM





(Location to be announced in Clark A Wing)

Important Information

· Please note the dates of all exams and quizzes. We do not allow make-ups for exams or quizzes unless the circumstances are serious, such as illness or accident, and we will require documentation. If you have a problem, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.  Do not wait until it is too late!  We cannot make exceptions for personal reasons such as travel, reunions and social events.

· If you miss a class, you are responsible for seeing that any assignment due that day is either turned in by a classmate or friend or submitted electronically by the beginning of the class. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  
· Work which appears to have been edited by a native speaker, tutor, or other Spanish instructor, or which has been translated from English using an Internet translator will not be accepted and will merit a zero (F) for the assignment. It is considered a form of academic dishonesty.

· Please, turn off and put away your cell phones and laptops/computers at the beginning of the class. Also NO texting allowed! 

· Proficiency is the primary goal of this class, and extensive practice is a necessity. Therefore, preparation of assigned lessons, class participation, on-time arrival, and consistent effort not to use English are crucial. Disruptive attitude and unwillingness to participate when asked to will affect how much you learn and your classmates. Please be courteous to others and please participate often!
· Homework assignments and announcements will be made in class. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to contact another student to receive all the information and be ready for the following class. 

· The College of Liberal Arts has a tutoring program for LSPA 105 students. If you think you might be interested please visit the followingwebsite:www.natsci.colostate.edu/tutoring/inex.cfm

EVALUACIÓN

I. Exámenes – 40%

II. Examen final – 20%
III. Tarea/diarios – 20%

IV. Composición —5%

V. Conversación – 5%
VI. Pruebas – 10%
EXPLICACIÓN DE LA EVALUACIÓN

I.  Examenes (40%) – There will be 4 exams during the semester. Please see the course calendar to note the dates of all exams.  They will test listening, reading, writing, vocabulary, and any cultural information covered in the text, video, or in class. Students are responsible for all material in the text, workbook and video even if little or no class time has been devoted to covering it. The instructor will focus class time on the points that he/she deems most difficult, important, and/or suitable for class activities.  This means that not all material will be addressed during class. Questions regarding the material are welcome during class and during the instructor’s office hours.

II. Examen final (20%) – The written portion of the final exam will be comprehensive and given to all sections simultaneously. Location TBA. Please note that the oral portion will be given in class on the last day of class prior to finals week. It will also be comprehensive.

III. Tarea/diarios (20%) **For every hour in class the student is expected to spend up to two hours outside of class on studying, homework, reading assignments, research, etc.  
· A.  Cuaderno de trabajo – (7%) Exercises in the Electronic Workbook (McGraw-Hill’s Connect Plus) both written and audio, will be completed along with each lesson.  Your instructor will specify which exercises will be completed. Along with your text book you must purchase the code that will allow you access to the electronic exercises. Registering in the electronic workbook website is your own responsibility. Also the instructor will provide you with instructions to access his/her specific section.   Should you experience any difficulty accessing the Connect Plus program, or with any exercises throughout the semester Contact McGraw-Hill’s Customer Experience Group at www.mhhe.com/support or 800-331-5094. 
· B.  Libreta– (10%) You will complete 6 written journal entries that will give you an opportunity to express yourself more uniquely, to learn and use new vocabulary, and to practice grammatical structures that are being learned in class. Journal entries are to be done in a small blue exam booklet. Each entry should be labeled with the date and kept separate from other entries so that your instructor may write comments.  Topics may be assigned from the composition sections of the workbook or from other sources your instructor deems relevant and useful.

· C.  Homework (adicional) - (3%) Homework will be assigned throughout the semester.  Your instructor will assign homework as is deemed necessary and relevant to the course.
IV. Composición (5%) – As a final measure of written proficiency, you will write a composition in Spanish. There will be a writing workshop during class time and your composition will go through several drafts. Further information will be provided as the assignment approaches.  

V.  Conversación (5%) – Your spoken ability will be formally evaluated at the end of the semester: you will complete a conversation in pairs with another student while your instructor listens.  Your instructor will schedule this conversation in advance. Those who have been consistent in using and speaking Spanish throughout the semester do considerably better on this assignment.

VI. Pruebas (10%) – There will be three announced quizzes throughout the semester. They will be brief assessments of some of the items covered in the particular chapter you are working on at the time and may include items from previous chapters.

Please note:  There may pop quizzes to assess your preparation outside of class if your instructor deems it necessary.  It is essential to be in class in order to participate in class discussions and activities.

NOTAS

Course grades will be given according to the + / - system. Because we grade on a 5, 10, or 100 point scale for our assignments, quizzes, and exams, see below our scale as it relates to the university’s 4.0 system:

A+


97-100



C+          2.33

77-79



A
  4.00

93-96



C
 2.00

73-76

A-
  3.67

90-92





B+
  3.33

87-89



D
 1.00

60-72

B
  3.00

83-86



F
 0.00

below 60

B-
  2.67

80-82

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

This course will follow the Academic Integrity Policy of the Colorado State University General Catalog (Page 7) and the Student Conduct Code, which defines academic dishonesty as: “misconduct including but not limited to: cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized possession or disposition of academic materials, falsification, or facilitation of acts of misconduct. Plagiarism includes the copying of language, structure, images, ideas, or thoughts of others and is related only to work submitted for credit”. In addition, plagiarism in the language classroom includes the use of translators and unauthorized help from peers and native speakers. You may not submit work from a prior class (self-plagiarism). 

Academic dishonesty will be subject to disciplinary action, and may result in failure of the course. Both the student and the office of Conflict Resolution and Student Services will be informed of the disciplinary action in writing. 



Academic Integrity Resources: 
How to avoid plagiarism:  http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/teaching/plagiarism/ 
How to cite your work: http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/ 
HONOR PLEDGE

The student will have to sign an affirmative honor pledge for the following assignments: diarios (journal entries), tarea (homework) and the composition assignment. 
HONOR PLEDGE: I have not given, received, or used any unauthorized assistance.

Signature _________________________________________________________
