
CURRICULUM VITAE 
Adrian John Howkins 

      
 
EDUCATION 
 
 2008  Doctor of Philosophy (History), University of Texas at Austin. 
 
 2003  Master of Arts (History), University of Texas at Austin. 
 
 2001  Master of Arts [Undergraduate Degree] (Modern History), First Class, University 

of St Andrews, Scotland. 
 
 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
 2014-Present Associate Professor, Department of History, Colorado State University. 
 
 2008-2014  Assistant Professor, Department of History, Colorado State University. 
 
 
SELECT PUBLICATIONS 

 
A. Howkins, The Polar Regions: An Environmental History (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2016) 
 
A. Hicks and A. Howkins, “Tipping the Iceberg: A Collaborative Approach to Redesigning the 
Undergraduate Research Assignment in an Antarctic History Capstone Seminar” The History 
Teacher 48(2) (2015), 339-370. 

 
A. Howkins, “Experiments in the Anthropocene: Climate Change and History in the McMurdo 
Dry Valleys, Antarctica,” in a forum on climate change and history published in Environmental 
History in April 2014.  The forum as a whole is referenced as Carey, M., et al. (2014). "Forum 
Introduction." Environmental History 19 (2): 282-364. 
 
A. Howkins, “The significance of the frontier in Antarctic history: how the US West has shaped 
the geopolitics of the far South” Polar Journal 3 (2013), 9-30.   
 
B. Luedtke and A. Howkins, “Polarized Climates: the distinctive histories of climate change and 
politics in the Arctic and Antarctica since the beginning of the Cold War” WIRES Climate 
Change 3 (2012) 145-159. 

 
A. Howkins, “Melting Empires: Climate Change and Politics in Antarctica Since the International 
Geophysical Year” Osiris 26 (2011) 180-197. 

 
A. Howkins, “Appropriating Space: Antarctic imperialism and the mentality of settler 
colonialism” in Tracey Banivanua Mar and Penny Edmonds, Making Space: Settler-colonial 
perspectives on land, place and identity (Palgrave, 2010). 

A. Howkins, “Science, Environment, and Sovereignty: The International Geophysical Year in the 
Antarctic Peninsula” in Roger D. Launius, James Roger Fleming, and David H. DeVorkin (eds.), 



Globalizing Polar Science: Reconsidering the Social and Intellectual Implications of the 
International Polar and Geophysical Years (Palgrave, 2010).  

A. Howkins, " “Have you been there?” some thoughts on (not) visiting Antarctica," 
Environmental History, July 2010. 

A. Howkins, “Reluctant Collaborators: Argentina and Chile in Antarctica during the IGY” 
Journal of Historical Geography 34 (2008) 596-617. 
 
 

CONTRACTS & GRANTS (Select) 
  
 2011-2017: I am a co-Principal Investigator on the McMurdo Dry Valleys (MCM) Long Term 

Ecological Research Grant funded by the National Science Foundation.  This project has involved 
two trips to Antarctica to conduct fieldwork in the McMurdo Dry Valleys.  The grant will result 
in the publication of an academic monograph on the environmental history of the McMurdo Dry 
Valleys and a number of other scholarly publications and presentations.   

 
 2013-2016, I am a co-PI on a Public Lands History Center (PLHC) project with Scotts Bluff 

National Monument in Nebraska worth over $100,000. Work on the project has centered on 
providing a contemporary academic perspective on the history of Scotts Bluff National 
Monument and the surrounding region to help inform the renovation of the visitor center.  

 
Spring 2014, Became an co-Investigator on a grant titled “Paisagens em Branco” [Blank 
Landscapes], which received three years of funding from the Brazilian Antarctic Program to 
conduct research on the historical archeology and history of seal hunting in the South Shetland 
Islands, Antarctica.  As part of this award I will receive travel funding to conduct research in 
Europe, North America, and South America.   
 
 

OTHER AWARDS/FELLOWSHIPS (Select) 
 

Fall 2015, Selected as a Colorado State University “Global Teaching Scholar” to teach on Fall 
2016 Semester at Sea Voyage. 
 
Summer 2013, Awarded a McColl Fellowship ($3,300) to spend a month researching at the 
American Geographical Society Library in Milwaukee.  
 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
I have taught classes at Colorado State University in the following fields: World Environmental 
History (undergraduate lecture course), Modern Latin American History (undergraduate lecture 
course), Colonial Latin American History (undergraduate lecture course), Antarctic History 
(undergraduate lecture course), World History (undergraduate lecture course), Antarctic History 
(undergraduate research seminar), Food History (undergraduate research seminar), World 
Environmental History (graduate reading seminar).   

 


